
ORDINANCE NO. 905 (19)

AN O RDINAN CE AMENDING PART 15, CHAPTER 19, SECTION 15-1901, 
ESTABLISHI NG APPROPRIATE METHODS FOR VERIFYING INSURANCE FOR 
MOT OR VEH ICLES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR 
REPE ALER.

SECT  IOl\ 15- 1901 - A uthori t y to impound vehicles; release of vehicles.

(a) Members o f the police d epartment ar  e authorized to remove a vehicle from a street to a garage 
or other place o f safety under any of the following circumstances:

(l) W hen an officer arrest s any person driving or in control of a vehicle for an alleged 
offens e and the officer is, by ordinance, state statute or departmental policy, required or permitted 
to take and do es take the perso  n arrested either before a duly appointed judge or to a place of 
incarc eration;

(2) Wh  en such a vehicle is le ft unattended upon any bridge, viaduct, causeway, tube or 
tunne l, highway or any pu  b lic thoroughfare or street, and it constitutes a hazard or obstruction to 
traffic ;

(3) When a vehicle is left unattended or disabled as to constitute an obstruction to traffic 
and the person in charge of such vehicle is, by reason of physical injury or otherwise, incapacitated 
to suc h an e xt  e nt as to be unable to provide for its custody or removal;

( 4 ) When a ny vehicle is left unattended upon a street and is so parked illegally as to 
consti tute a d efi n i te hazard or obstructi on t o the normal movement of traffic;

(5 ) W hen any ve h i cle has bee n parke d for more than one hour in excess of the time allowed 
for pa  rki ng in a n y place;

(6 ) \ Vhen any vehi c le wh ich has been involved in two or more violations of this part for 
which c itati on ta g s have be e n issued a nd not presented as required, is parked in violation of any 
provis ions o f tnis chapter ;

(7 ) When any veh  icl e is found where a report or complaint has previously been made 
allegi ng ~hat the veh ic le ha  s be en stol e n ;

(8 1 W hen the vehicl e is pa  rk ed in a marked handicapped parking space and the vehicle 
displays no handi c apped par  k ing decal or tag displayed as provided by law;

(Cl \V >en the vehick is parked in any parking area marked by a sign or otherwise as a 
"Tow-A\ \ay " zone;

(J 0) When a t t he re  qu e st o f a private property owner or the agent thereof;

( 11) \Vhen a veh  i cl e is fo und to be in violation of the Oklahoma Vehicle License and 
Regis trat i on Ac t, as set forth in 47 O.S. § 1115.1.



( 12 ) When the officer has probable cause to believe that the vehicle is not insured as 
required b y the C om pulsory Insurance Law of the state as documented by one of the following:

a . A n admission by the driver or other occupant of the vehicle; or

b. C onfirmation through the Oklahoma Insurance Department's online verification 
sy ste m for motor veh icle liability policies indicating the vehicle is not insured;

(13) When the officer has prob able cause t hat the person operating the vehicle has not 
been grante d dr ivin  g privileges or that the driving privileges of t he person are currently suspended, 
revoke d, cancel ed, de ni ed, or di sq ual ifie d;

( 14) When at the scene of an accident, t he owner or driver is not in a position to take charge 
of th e veh ic le and direc t or request i ts pr ope r rem oval ;

(15) W hen a red sticker has been affi xed to a v ehicle warning the vehicle will be impounded 
after 4 8 hours i f not remov  ed.

(b) A veh icl e impoun ded und er su b section (a) of t h is section shall be released to the owner of the 
vehicl e, or othe r person la wfull y entit led to take p ossession o f the vehicle, or any other person 
lawfu lly ent itled to t ake possession of the veh icl e, provided t hat such return or delivery of same 
shall be ma de onl y a ft er pres enting s uc h proo f of interest up on t he following conditions when no 
longer need ed for investiga t ion b y t he po li ce department subject to the following:

(1 ) If u1e pe1s on se ek ing the release h as a valid t itl e or t he vehicle is currently registered,
which registration can be ve r ified by the state tax commission or any similar governmental entity 
that rec ords and veri fi es the ownership of vehicles for any other state, and that the person has a 
valid d ri\ er  's licens  e or a t emporary one issued whe n that person surrenders his license or other 
proper phot J identific at io n and v alid insurance as required by the Compulsory Insurance Law of 
the stat e.

(2) 1f the perso11 ha:. a bill of sale from a local automobile dealer, dated within 30 days of 
the date of imp ound, th e per son has a va iid driver 's li cense or ot her proper photo identification and 
valid ins ...ran ce.

(3) If the pers on has a valid insurance verification form and the vehicle identification 
number is m1 this card, an  ct on lhe day of the attempt ed release the state tax commission verifies
that the .regis tered owner is the person seeking rele as e of the ve hicle, and the person has a valid
drive r's L ....ens e or other pro per photo identification and valid insurance.

( .q.) ff the re gi:.te r ed owner \s una ble to be p resent, but sends the title or registration, a
nota rized sta tement describ ing fo e veh ic le and gi ving t he police department the owner's permission 
t o re lease th e vehicle to th e pe r son prese nt in g t he ti tle or registration and letter and that person has 
prop er photo identification and a copy o f vali d insurance for the vehicle. For out of state owners, 
their locd po li ce de pai1me nt may electro r: i ca  lly not ify the city police department for verification 
of ow nership . T he po li c e d epartm ent sh a11 keep on fi l e t he ori ginal letter or notification.



(5) The person att  empting to obtain the release must sign a hold harmless agreement 
releasi ng the ci ty and wrec ker service from any and all liability in releasing said vehicle. The police 
depart ment shall provide th e forms.

( c) W henever any vehicl e has been impounded in the manner provided for by this section, the 
registe red or legal owner of the vehicle may contest the validity of the removal or storage by filing 
a writt en reques r for a he ari ng with the police department. Such written request must be filed before 
the ve hicle is retrieved fro m storage; provided, however, the city shall not be required to provide 
a hear ing if the request is received more than ten days following actual or constructive notice to 
the owner or driver o f t he vehicle th at said vehicle has been so removed or stored. Failure of either 
the reg istered or legal owner to t ime ly request or to t imely appear upon a scheduled hearing shall 
satisfy the hea ring re quire ment of this section.

Severability. If any of the pr  ovi si on s o f this or dinance are determined to be unconstitutional or 
unlaw ful by ail y co urt of c om pe te nt j urisdic t io n, the remainder shall be severable and unaffected.

Repea ler. Any ordi n ance or parts th ereof in conflict with this section are hereby repealed.



PASSED AND APPROVED THIS MA   y OF APRIL, 2019.

GLENN LEWIS, Mayor

ATTEST:

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:


